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March 29, 2005
WA BLECTRONIC FILTNG

Marlzne H, Thorich, Secretary

[ederal Communications Commizsion
445 12" Stcet, 8 W,

Boom TW-R204

Washinglon, [0 205854

Ber o Sprim Mexte]l Merzer
Drear Madsm Scerstary:

This letter iz filed in support of the Speint Mextel merger on behalf of b Ploneer
Telephons Cooperative, Tne., and the Cellnlar Merworks Parmership, dfba Pionesr C2lhulac.

Piomeer Telephone Cooperative, Ine., is te largest wlephone cooperative in he
Srate of Oklaboma, and one of the largest telephone cooperatives in the United States of
America. Pioneer lalephone Cooperative, Ine., was formed n 1933, a0 a time when rurel
Oklahoma residents had no welephone serviee,  Teduy, Plenver Telephone Cooperative,
Ine.. emplova 240 people, it's service arca eovers 70 gxchanges, 10,900 square miles and
gerves over 30000 subserihers in 30 Oklahoma Councigs theoughomr Bural Westem
[ lahsmia,

Cellular Xetwork Partnership d'bfa Pioncer Cellular, of which Piencer Telephone
Cooperative, Ine., 5 0 majorily parlner, has heen Heensed e provide wireless cellular
servive Throughoul Western Clalaboma since T9RE, aml corrently serves inescess al” 34000
subrscribers.

Ao rasult of @ recent Siralegic Roaming Apreement anterad inio with Sprint POS,
Picmesr Cellular will expand the scope ol its Gatprint in Westzm Cklahon logether with
partions of Southern Kansas,  Working in concert with cur fellow Cellular Netwock
Partnars, KanOkla Telephone Assecidion, South Centul Communications and Hinon
Cellular, thes noes, expanded coverage area will envompass an additonal 25 cooniies in
Woosiern Oklahomoand 11 eounties in Southern Kanzas, represanting a tetal population of
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246,866, Ume of e key companerts o the 5RA Praject is that Pionee: Cellular will be
uble e provide naionwids “homes” reamics tor s zelluar customens, anywherne on the
Speint PCS CUMA nerworls while at the same tma provicling *home” roaming canahil iy
for Sprint PCS customers in the expenced Ploneer Cellular CTM A scevice netwark,

The gervice anca of both Ploncer Telephone Cooperative, Ing., and Fionese Cellalar
is predeminately rural, stk the coonomic bass consisting pruvarily of agriculture, oil and
nas, and service-based businessca The business judpmoend that motivaced Pionser o 2rer
m tnoa Smwategic Fosming Alllancs with Sprint was peimarily based or providing an
enhancad ratonwade roaming nelwork e oor customers, which wonld provide oo
costomeri the ability © ream on the Speint PCS Metworl and should penerae additional
revcnne on ot cotitics, whick will in teenallose us wodo aur pact i codaocios e valoe
gl vinbelity of Roaral Armericn We feel v is just as imperant o e person i Kuocal
Ok laharna o have vge ot all the services their wielzss phone can provide, as e is lor a
persan who lives inalasse metropolitan avea. suzh as Chclahoma Clite. “1ais SR A Allianee
swith Sprint IMCS and the creation of additional Soatesiz Roaring Alliance Partners, will
allow for economies of sesle that enhanee noal statns and will allow us 1w provide
Allractive MAIING rates o JUr customers,

We view the pioballe Sprint MNextel meraer as a poaitive developmen! Tor cur
company, as a combinaticn of Spriot and Mestel would allow for moce dmely
ochnoelosica] improevaments in COMA lechnolesy: and, a0 the simae e, should resolt in
thee eeverall imvrovernan. ol service quelity, which would by defirilion, ke ol henehl o sl
ol our customers, present and Lutues, who otihze the cowcinz Tealure o celluar
communicalions  The combiced svncrgics of the Speiot Moxicl merger woud, oo
opinion, overtles w ol wincless cariers, sueh as Ploneer, snd be o dinceet benetit w oor
customers, qnd would assisl oy an oor cngoing eocls W coninus oosoove and suppoet
Bursl America,

I sommary we are unespaivoces Ty in soppert of the propossd Speiat Bextel merger.
It is omr eonsidered opmion thal the publie sood insofar as i relates to Rural America.
wimld he served; therele, we urge vour favorable comsicenalion and approval as soon as
pussibile.
& neerely;
L a
a A
Richund Rl
Ceneral Macager

e

P. 0k Bo 5350 @ Kinglisher, GEOT3730 @ (4037 373005 ] & Fax (4020 37050082



